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As We Gather

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOLY CROSS is celebrated in accordance with the Lutheran
confession that Christ’s body and blood are truly given to us with the bread and wine to
give forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation to repentant, reconciled believers in Christ.
Missouri-Synod Lutherans united with us in that confession are invited to receive the
Sacrament with us. Others who desire to commune should first speak with a Pastor or an
Elder.
¢ For those who may require it: Holy Cross offers an alcohol-removed red
wine (containing less than 0.5% alcohol) located in the center of each
Communion tray.
+ CGluten-free wafers are available upon request to a Pastor or Elder before
the service.
¢ Communion in the pew is available: let an usher or Elder know before the
service.
¢ Individual Communion cups: Please do not stack the plastic cups in the
baskets after use at communion. Stacked cups stick together and hinder
the rinsing process. Thanks for understanding!

ATTENDANCE PADS: Take a moment to sign the red fellowship pad located by the
cenfer aqisle of each pew. Provide contact informatfion if you are interested in
membership or if you would like to be contacted by the church. After signing, please
pass it to your neighbor and then return it to its spot by the aisle.

LIVE-STREAMING of 8 AmM SERVICE WEEKLY: Holy Cross live streams the 8 AM service each
Sunday on a link at our website (hcross.com). We provide this service for our members
who cannot attend worship. The video perspective from the choir loft looks toward the
altar and shows all aspects of the service from the sixth row of pews forward. This
includes baptisms, children’s talks, and communion.

Prayers for Worship
On entering a church
Lord, | love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the
multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that | may enter Your house to
worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen.

Before worship

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as | come to worship You in spirit and in
fruth, | humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so
that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace
and holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.


http://hcross.com

Third Sunday in Advent

Divine Service, Setting Three
December 14-15, 2024

Prelude: Partita on Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers Kevin J. Sadowski

Theme

[. Trio

Il. Bicinium

lIl. Meditation

Today's hymns have been selected by Lucas Van Wave as part of his
Level 300 Confirmation requirements.

Opening Hymn: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee" LSB 803 Please Stand
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore Thee, God of glo - ry, Lord of love!
2 All Thy works with joy sur-round Thee, Earth and heav’n re - flect Thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, Ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,

(J

Hearts un-fold like flow’rs be-fore Thee, Prais-ing Thee, their sun a - bove.
Stars and an-gels sing a-roundThee, Cen - ter of un-bro-ken praise.
Well-spring of the joy of liv - ing, O - cean-depth of hap-py rest!

Melt the clouds of sin and sad-ness, Drive the gloom of doubt a-way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, Flow-’ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho-ly Spir - it, Foun-tain-head of love di-vine:

U 1 1 ' ' 1 I
Giv - er of im - mor - tal glad-ness, Fill us with the light of day.
Chant-ing bird, and flow - ing foun-tain Call us to re-joice in Thee.
Joy - ful, we Thy heav’n in - her - it! Joy-ful, we by grace are Thine!
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-+ Confession and Absolution -+
The sign of the cross - may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a frue heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
fo grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my fransgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ~ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

-+ Service of the Word -

Introit (chanted responsively by whole verse) Psalm 146:5-8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4
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Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again | will say, | Rejoice.

Blesséd is he whose help is the God of |Jacob,*
whose hope is in the |LORD his God,

who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is | in them,*
who keeps faith for- | ever;

who executes justice for | the oppressed,*
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who gives food to the | hungry.
The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes | of the blind.*
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the | righteous.

Gloria Patri LSB 186
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther andto the Son  and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

Kyrie
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Lord, have mer -cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.
Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
[ 9 I [ [ I I | [ I |
Hen > ——— i } | — i
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And with thy spir - it.

@ Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
|

[ 2 — f I . I i |
By, ~N ;
A - men.
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Old Testament Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20

The Old Testament Reading for the Third Sunday in Advent is from

Zephaniah, chapter 3.

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;
shout, O Israel!

Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter of Jerusalem!

15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you;

he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;
you shall never again fear evil.

160n that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
“Fear not, O Zion;

let not your hands grow weak.

17The LORD your God is in your midst,

a mighty one who will save;

he will rejoice over you with gladness;

he will quiet you by his love;

he will exult over you with loud singing.

18] will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,

so that you will no longer suffer reproach.
1Behold, at that time [ will deal

with all your oppressors.

And | will save the lame

and gather the outcast,

and | will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.

2Af that tfime | will bring you in,

at the time when | gather you together;
for | will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when | restore your fortunes

before your eyes,” says the LORD.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Epistle: Philippians 4:4-7
The Epistle is from Philippians, chapter 4.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. SLet your
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; ¢do not

be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the

peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts

and your minds in Christ Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia LSB 190; Please Stand
R I S [ R [
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Al-le -lu - ia. Alle-lu - 1ia. Alde-Ilu - ia.

Holy Gospel: Luke 7:18-28

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter.
o) | |
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

he disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John,

17calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are
you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another2” 20And when the
men had come to him, they said, "John the Baptist has sent us to you,
saying, ‘Are you the one who is fo come, or shall we look for anothere’
21In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil
spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22And he
answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf
hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to
them. 2ZAnd blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

24When John's messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds
concerning John: "What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed
shaken by the wind? 2What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in
soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live
in luxury are in kings' courts. 26What then did you go out to see? A
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prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. 27This is he of whom it is

written,

“‘Behold, | send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’

28| tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the
one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

4 T i I — f T |
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[
Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,

and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Children’s Message

Please be seated/Sunday

Hymn of the Day: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” LSB 515
0 ¢ .
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be-liev - ers, And let your lights ap - pear;

2 The watch-ers on the moun - tain Pro - claim the Bride-groom near;
3 The saints, who here in pa - tience Their cross and suf- f’rings bore,

4 Our hope and ex-pec-ta - tion, O
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The eve-ning is
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ad - vanc - ing, And dark-er night is

near.

Go forth as He ap - proach - es With al - le - lu-ias clear.
Shall live and reign for - ev - er When sor-row is no more.
A - rise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this be-night-ed sphere.
HDd ‘
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The Bride-groom is a - ris - ing And soon is draw -ing nigh.
The mar - riage feast is wait - ing; The gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry The Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, We plead, O Lord, to see
04 .
s e — . — —— | I —— A
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; At mid - night comes the cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; The Bride-groom 1is at hand.
In  tri-umph cast be - fore Him Their di - a - dems of gold.
The day of earth’s re - demp - tion That sets Your peo - ple free!
Sermon
Offertory  LSB 192 Please Stand
H | . . | .
G Sl e e
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Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re-
4 \ |
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new a right spir-it with - in me. Cast me not a -
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way fromThy pres-ence, and take not Thy Ho-ly  Spir-it
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from me. Re - store un-to me the joy of Thy sal -va -
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Offering & Rite of Fellowship Please Sit

We ask that all worshipers take a moment to sign the red fellowship pad located at the
end of the pew by the center aisle and return it to its spof when finished. If you are

interested in membership, please provide a phone number or email address so that we
may contact you. Thank you.

Voluntary: Once He Came in Blessing

Prayer of the Church
P) Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people

according to their needs.
Additional petitions conclude:

Paul Manz

Please Stand

LSB 160

P Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
P} Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
frusting in Your mercy, through Your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
-+ Service of the Sacrament -
Preface
P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
@] It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in alll

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared,
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they
might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in
glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You

and saying:

10 Third Sunday in Advent ~ December 14-15, 2024



Sanctus: “Holy, Holy, Holy" LSB 195
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-ed is He, bless-edis He that cometh in the name of the Lord.

) | ———
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Ho-san - na,ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had

mercy on us and given Your only-begotften Son that whoever believes in Him

should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim

that in Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near.

With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body
and blood, given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and

so proclaim His death until He comes again in glory.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 162
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kihngdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is
the new testament in My I blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

The Peace of the Lord LSB 197
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®) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei: “Lamb of God" LSB 198
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O  Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Distribution for Holy Communion
Distribution Hymns: Please Sit

LSB 333 Once He Came in Blessing

LSB 331 The Advent of Our King

LSB 737 Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing
LSB 345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding

Dismissal LSB 199

in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart I« in peace.
Amen.

Please Stand
P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A -men.
Thanksgiving LSB 200
() 4
g ag
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
f) & |
A — —— ?
o \
and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we
ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Benedicamus LSB 212

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.

N & _Iﬂ[ | ‘ | | ‘
i e e e e e R Rt E—
}_@TI—G_Q_*_”_G—‘_G_Q_*_()—H
o \
A-men, a-men, a - men.
Closing Hymn: Hark the Glad Sound LSB 349
o) . ‘
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1 Hark the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, The Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’ners to re - lease, In Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken  heart to bind, The bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of Peace, Thy  wel - come
o) . . ,
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prom - ised long; Let ev - ’ry heart pre - pare a
bond - age held. The gates of  brass be - fore Him
soul to cure, And with the trea - sures of His
shall pro - claim, And heav’n’s e - ter - nal arch - es
f pr—
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throne And ev - ry voice a song.
burst, The 1 - ron fet - ters yield.
grace Toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
ring With  Thy be - lov - ed name.
Silent Prayer & Chimes
Postlude: Hymn to Joy Charles Callahan
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