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AS WE GATHER  

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOLY CROSS is celebrated in accordance with the 

Lutheran confession that Christ’s body and blood are truly given to us with 

the bread and wine to give forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation to 

repentant, reconciled believers in Christ. Missouri-Synod Lutherans united 

with us in that confession are invited to receive the Sacrament with us. 

Others who desire to commune should first speak with a Pastor or an Elder.  

• For those whose health or circumstance may require it, Holy 

Cross offers an alcohol-removed red wine (containing less than 

0.5% alcohol) located in the center of each Communion tray.  

• Gluten-free wafers are available upon request to a Pastor or 

Elder before the service.  

• If you want communion in the pew, please let an usher or Elder 

know before the service. 

• Individual Communion cups: Please do not stack the plastic 

communion cups in the baskets. Stacked cups stick together 

and hinder the rinsing process. Thanks for understanding! 

 

ATTENDANCE PADS: We invite members and guests alike to take a moment 

to sign the red fellowship pad located at the end of the pew by the center 

aisle. Please provide contact information if you are interested in membership 

or if you would like to be contacted by the church. After signing, please pass 

it to your neighbor and then return it to its spot by the aisle. 
 

LIVE-STREAMING of 8 AM SERVICE WEEKLY: Holy Cross live streams the 8 AM 

service each Sunday on a link at our website (hcross.com). We provide this 

service for our members who cannot attend worship. The video perspective 

from the choir loft looks toward the altar and shows all aspects of the service 

from the sixth row of pews forward. This includes baptisms, children’s talks, 

and communion. 

http://hcross.com


HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH | 3 

 
The Baptism of Our Lord: Divine Service, Setting Two 

January 11-12, 2025 
 

PRELUDE: Variations on “Elvet Banks”                  Robert Lind 
PRELUDE: St. Patrick’s Breastplate                  Benjamin M. Culli 

 

OPENING HYMN: “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It”         LSB  594, sts. 1,3,5 /PLEASE STAND 
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Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross  may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and 

by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
 

KYRIE                                 LSB 168 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS                    LSB 170 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed 

Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who 

are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors 

with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 43:1-7                PLEASE BE SEATED 

A The Old Testament Reading for the Baptism of Our Lord  is from Isaiah, 

chapter 43. 

B ut now thus says the LORD, 

He who created you, O Jacob, 

 He who formed you, O Israel: 

“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 

 I have called you by name, you are Mine. 
2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

 and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

 and the flame shall not consume you. 
3For I am the LORD your God, 

 the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

I give Egypt as your ransom, 

 Cush and Seba in exchange for you. 
4Because you are precious in My eyes, 

 and honored, and I love you, 

I give men in return for you, 

 peoples in exchange for your life. 
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5Fear not, for I am with you; 

 I will bring your offspring from the east, 

 and from the west I will gather you. 
6I will say to the north, Give up, 

 and to the south, Do not withhold; 

bring My sons from afar 

 and My daughters from the end of the earth, 
7everyone who is called by My name, 

 whom I created for My glory, 

 whom I formed and made.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 29          Chanted responsively by whole verse 

   

1Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly | beings,* 

 ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 

 worship the LORD in the splendor of | holiness. 

3The voice of the LORD is over the | waters;* 

 the God of glory thunders, 

 the LORD, over many | waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is | powerful;* 

 the voice of the LORD is full of | majesty. 

5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedars;* 

 the LORD breaks the cedars of | Lebanon. 
6He makes Lebanon to skip | like a calf,* 

 and Sirion like a young | wild ox. 

7The voice | of the LORD* 

 flashes forth | flames of fire. 
8The voice of the LORD shakes the | wilderness;* 

 the LORD shakes the wilderness | of Kadesh. 

9The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth 

 and strips the | forests bare,* 

 and in his temple all cry, | “Glory!” 
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10The LORD sits enthroned o- | ver the flood;* 

 the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | ever. 
11May the LORD give strength to his | people!* 

 May the LORD bless his people | with peace! 

 
EPISTLE: Romans 6:1-11 

A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 6. 
 

W hat shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 

abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 
3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into His death? 4We were buried therefore with Him by 

baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
 

5For if we have been united with Him in a death like his, we shall certainly 

be united with Him in a resurrection like His. 6We know that our old self was 

crucified with Him in order that the body of sin might be brought to 

nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has 

died has been set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we 

believe that we will also live with Him. 9We know that Christ being raised 

from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 

Him. 10For the death He died He died to sin, once for all, but the life He 

lives He lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin 

and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
ALLELUIA & VERSE    LSB 173                                   PLEASE STAND 

 

 

 



10 | THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD ~ JANUARY 11-12, 2025 

 

HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-22 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 

   
 

A s the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their 

hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 16John 

answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but He who is mightier 

than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17His winnowing fork is in His 

hand, to clear His threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but 

the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 

18So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 
19But Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his 

brother’s wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done, 20added this 

to them all, that he locked up John in prison. 
 

21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 

baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened, 22and the Holy Spirit 

descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from 

heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

      
 
 

 CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                           SUNDAY: PLEASE SIT 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord                       LSB 405 

   

   

   
 

5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight 

Anointed Christ in glorious sight 

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall 

To save the world and free us all. 

 

6 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; 

This man is Christ, our substitute! 

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, 

Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 
 

SERMON 
 

NICENE CREED           PLEASE STAND 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
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     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                                                                                        

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Additional petitions conclude: 

P Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  

 trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen. 
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OFFERING                                                                                                                              PLEASE SIT 
We ask that all worshipers take a moment to sign the red fellowship pad located 

at the end of the pew by the center aisle. If you are interested in membership, 

please provide a phone number or email address so that we may contact you. 
 

 

VOLUNTARY: Variations on “Winchester New”               Richard J. Powell 
 

OFFERTORY             LSB 176/PLEASE STAND 
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Service of the Sacrament 

PREFACE  LSB 177/PLEASE STAND 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord; for at His Baptism Your voice from heaven revealed Him as 

Your beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit descended on Him, confirming Him to 

be the Christ. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS “Holy, Holy, Holy”                                                                      LSB 178 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                  LSB 178 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to 

bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 

on the cross. 
 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 

Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant 

us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 

testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. 

To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                      LSB 179 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD            Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
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testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
PEACE OF THE LORD                   LSB 180 

 

 
 
AGNUS DEI ~ “Lamb of God” LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION                                                                                                            PLEASE SIT 

Please see notice on page 2. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  
  LSB 404 “Jesus, Once with Sinners Numbered” 

  LSB 601 “All Who Believe and Are Baptized” 

  LSB 407 “To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord”  

  LSB 604 “I Bind unto Myself Today” 

 

DISMISSAL                                                                                                         PLEASE STAND 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 

in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

THANK THE LORD                   LSB 181 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION                                LSB 183 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: “We Know That Christ Is Raised”               LSB 603 
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P. 2: Christian Cross Baptism with Dove on Watercolor Background Stock 

https://thumbs.dreamstime.com/b/christian-cross-baptism-dove-watercolor-background-

christian-watercolor-cross-illustration-dove-blue-background-117926655.jpg 
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