
Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
January 25-26, 2025 



As We Gather 
 

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOLY CROSS is celebrated in accordance with 

the Lutheran confession that Christ’s body and blood are truly given to us 

with the bread and wine to give forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation to 

repentant, reconciled believers in Christ. Missouri-Synod Lutherans united 

with us in that confession are invited to receive the Sacrament with us. 

Others who desire to commune should first speak with a Pastor or an 

Elder.  

•Those receiving communion have the choice of the common 

cup or the individual cup. 
 

•For those whose health or circumstance may require it, Holy 

Cross offers an alcohol-removed red wine (containing less than 

0.5% alcohol) located in the center of each Communion tray.  
 

•Gluten-free wafers are available upon request to a Pastor or 

Elder before the service.  
 

•If you want communion in the pew, please let an usher or Elder 

know before service. 
 

•Place individual communion cups in the baskets without 

stacking them. 
 

ATTENDANCE PADS: We invite members and guests alike to take a 

moment to sign the red fellowship pad located at the end of the pew by 

the center aisle. Please provide contact information if you are interested 

in membership or if you would like to be contacted by the church. After 

signing, please pass it to your neighbor and then return it to its spot by 

the aisle. 
 

LIVE-STREAMING of 8 AM SERVICE WEEKLY: Holy Cross live streams the 8 

AM service each Sunday on a link at our website (hcross.com). We 

provide this service for our members who cannot attend worship. The 

video perspective from the choir loft looks toward the altar and shows all 

aspects of the service from the sixth row of pews forward. This includes 

baptisms, children’s talks, and communion. 

http://hcross.com
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Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 25-26, 2025 

Divine Service, Setting Four 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Opening Hymn: “Rise, Shine, You People” LSB 825                                 PLEASE STAND 
 

The sign of the cross  may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and 

by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie                    LSB 204 
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Gloria in Excelsis                   LSB 204 

     

     

     

     

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You called Titus to the work of pastor and teacher. Make all 

shepherds of Your flock diligent in preaching Your holy Word so that the 

whole world may know the immeasurable riches of our Savior, Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading: Acts 20:28-35                                                           Please Sit 

A The First Reading for the Third Sunday after the Epiphany is from Acts, 

chapter 20. 
 
 

P ay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy 

Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he 

obtained with his own blood. 29I know that after my departure fierce wolves 

will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30and from among your own 

selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after 

them. 31Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease 

night or day to admonish everyone with tears. 32And now I commend you to 

God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give 

you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33I coveted no one’s 

silver or gold or apparel. 34You yourselves know that these hands ministered to 

my necessities and to those who were with me. 35In all things I have shown you 

that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the 

words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, “It is more blessed to give than to 

receive.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Psalm 93                                                                                                             Sunday only 
The liturgist sings parts marked "A"; the congregation sings parts marked "C" 

A Antiphon 

C Antiphon 

     
  

A The LORD is king, with majesty enrobed. 

 The LORD has robed himself with might; 

 he has girded himself with power. 

C Antiphon 

A The world you made firm, not to be moved; 

 your throne has stood firm from of old. 

 From all eternity, O LORD, you are. 

C Antiphon 

A Truly your decrees are to be trusted. 

 Holiness is fitting to your house, 

 O LORD, until the end of time. 

C Antiphon 

            - Psalm 93:1-2, 5 
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Epistle: Titus 1:1-9 

A The Epistle is from Titus, chapter 1. 

P aul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the 

faith of God’s elect and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with 

godliness, 2in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before 

the ages began 3and at the proper time manifested in his word through the 

preaching with which I have been entrusted by the command of God our 

Savior; 
 

 4To Titus, my true child in a common faith: 

 Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior. 
 

 5This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, 

and appoint elders in every town as I directed you— 6if anyone is above 

reproach, the husband of one wife, and his children are believers and not 

open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination. 7For an overseer, as 

God’s steward, must be above reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-

tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, 8but hospitable, a lover 

of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined. 9He must hold firm to 

the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in 

sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse                                                                                      Please Stand 
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Holy Gospel: Luke 10:1-9 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

A fter this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead 

of him, two by two, into every town and place where he himself was 

about to go. 2And he said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 

are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out 

laborers into his harvest. 3Go your way; behold, I am sending you out as lambs 

in the midst of wolves. 4Carry no moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals, and 

greet no one on the road. 5Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to 

this house!’ 6And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest upon him. But 

if not, it will return to you. 7And remain in the same house, eating and drinking 

what they provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house 

to house. 8Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set 

before you. 9Heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has 

come near to you.’” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed                                        
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 
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     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Children’s Message                                                                                  Sunday 
 
Hymn of the Day: “O Christ, Who Called the Twelve”                                  LSB 856 

     

     

     

     

 

Sermon 
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Prayer of the Church          PLEASE STAND 
 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 

 Additional petitions conclude: 

P Lord, in Your mercy,  

C Hear our prayer. 

 The prayers conclude: 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen. 

 

Offering                                                                                                                PLEASE SIT 
We invite members and guests alike to take a moment to sign the red fellowship 

pad located at the end of the pew by the center aisle. Please provide contact 

information if you are interested in membership or if you would like to be 

contacted by the church. After signing, please pass it to your neighbor and then 

return it to its spot by the aisle. 
 

Voluntary: "Choral Voluntary - Thee, Lord, Would I Serve"              Mark Bender; Sunday 
Thee, Lord, would I serve--yet how can I serve Thee? 

 Cleanse my unclean lips that I may praise Thee. 

Give me eyes unsealed to see Thy purpose. 

 Give me strength of heart to serve my brothers. 

Let me hear at last: "Well done, faithful servant." 

 Thee, Lord, would I serve. 

          - Martin Franzmann 
 

T Service of the Sacrament T 
 

Preface                                                     LSB 208  PLEASE STAND 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. 

Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You 

sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our 

sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is 

now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe 

in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus                            LSB 208 

   

   

     

     
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy 

on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should 

not perish but have eternal life. 
 

You once proclaimed Your saving promise through the prophets of Israel, and 

by the apostles and evangelists You published the good news of Your saving 

promise fulfilled in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 

Grant that we, being instructed in the doctrine of the blessed apostles and 

evangelists, may faithfully eat His body and drink His blood and declare His 

salvation to all the world. 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
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The Lord’s Prayer  (Matthew 6:9–13) 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord     Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini — The Peace of the Lord                                                            John 20:19 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei: “Lamb of God”                         LSB 210 
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Distribution                 PLEASE SIT 

Distribution Hymns:        
LSB 853 “How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord” 

LSB 735 “Have No Fear, Little Flock” 

LSB 586 “Preach You the Word” 
 

Dismissal                                                                                               PLEASE STAND 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 

in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis                 LSB 211 
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Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus                                                LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: “O Christ, Our True and Only Light”                                        LSB 839 

 

Silent Prayer & Chimes 



14  Third Sunday after the Epiphany — January 25-26, 2025 

 
Closing Hymn: “O Christ, Our True and Only Light”                                        LSB 839 
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With the help of God, 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

grows disciples and transforms hearts 

for Christ. 


