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Q uantity and Quality. Usually, you have one or the 

other but not both. This is most especially true for 

the things we eat and drink. 
 

I am a lucky man who has eaten many high-quality, 

wonderfully delectable homemade desserts by my 

wife over the years. These individually baked goods 

pale compared to the mass-produced treats and 

desserts in grocery stores. 
 

At other times, I’ve been at a handful of wedding 

receptions where I am sure that top dollar has been 

paid out for a meal that needs to serve hundreds of 

guests. Rarely does it measure or even come close to 

something that would be made at home. 
 

In the Epiphany season that takes up most of 

January, we consider Jesus’ first miracle of changing 

water into wine at Cana in Galilee. Find this sign (as 

the Gospel of John describes it) in John chapter 2. 
 

One of the things that strikes me every time about this 

miracle is that Jesus brings with Him both quality AND 

quantity. He doesn’t do just one at the expense of 

the other – He does both! 
 

Let’s look at the quantity first. The John 2 text says 

that “six stone water pots” were there and  adds that 

each can hold “two or three metretas.” 
 

How much exactly were “two to three metretas?” 

Scholars estimate that 2 metretas would equal 78.8 

liters, or 20.8 US gallons. Three metretas, therefore, 

would be 118.2 liters, or 31.2 US gallons. To give you a 

better visual of these, 20 gallons is the size of a 

stainless steel trash can, like the one in which Oscar 

the Grouch from Sesame Street lives. Lour gym at 

those trash cans and see several 32-gallon bins that 

fill up quickly after our potluck meals. Don’t forget 

that six of those trash can-sized containers are filled 

to the brim with water! The total amounts here would 

be between 472.8 liters and 709.2 liters, equal to 124 

gallons and 187.2 gallons! 
 

If we look at what the equivalent would be with wine 

bottles, it’s even more staggering. A standard-size 

bottle of wine holds 750 mL of wine. Since we are 

looking at between 472.8 and 709.2 liters, that would 

be the equivalent of 630.4 bottles of wine and 945.6 

bottles of wine! 
 

The quantity of wine that we are talking about would, 

in today’s society, need to be specially ordered and 

delivered via forklift on a loading palate! Talk about 

a miracle of quantity! 
 

Again, what makes Jesus’ miracle so is that it has 

quantity AND quality. 
 

This isn’t some mass-produced box wine either; the 

wine taster described it as the “best he had ever 

tasted!” I am sure that this wine taster had already 

sampled countless glasses of wine before in his life. 

He had seen it all, the sweets, the bitters, the reds, the 

whites, the good, the bad, and the awful. When I 

read John 2 and hear someone with that level of 

experience share that it’s the “best he had ever 

tasted,” that is a “Wow!” moment for me for sure! 
 

The wonderful thing about this episode in John 

chapter 2 is that Jesus refers to it as a “sign.” I like the 

term that the author John uses here because signs 

always point to something. As we hear about the sign 

of Jesus turning water into wine, it points to God and 

His blessings to us. It points to us receiving from God 

blessings in both quantity AND quality!   
 

As for quantity, I think of the massively staggering 

number of sins I have committed. That Jesus Christ 

forgave every last one of them with His death on the 

cross and His resurrection from the grave is 

remarkable!  
 

As for the quality, we all received gifts of varying 

qualities at Christmas just a few weeks ago. However, 

we have the highest-quality gifts of God coming to us 

today through His Holy Spirit.  These gifts are of the 

highest quality imaginable – they will never spoil, 

break, fade, or tarnish. They will last forever! 
 

It’s rare for the blessings in life to have both quality 

AND quantity. But Jesus Christ demonstrates that we 

are the recipients of a gift that has both! May you live 

in the quality and quantity of Jesus’ forgiveness, life, 

and salvation today and every day! 

~~ Pastor Gimbel 

Quality AND Quantity 
 

“Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites  
of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons.” ~ John 2:6  
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Monthly Music Minute for January 2025 
A series in which the music director shares some thoughts 

about the music coming up in church this month 

O ne of the greatest treasures of the Lutheran 

musical tradition is the chorale. In its simplest 

form, the chorale is a hymn tune and its 

harmonization. The chorale started when Martin 

Luther translated hymns from Latin into German, 

the language of the people. As part of this 

project, he also decided to take many of the 

difficult chant tunes and simplify them into more 

singable melodies, all to encourage greater 

participation of the congregation in worship. 

Almost all of the hymns we sing (and certainly all 

that we sing with German heritage) are chorales 

- A Mighty Fortress, O Sacred Head Now 

Wounded, Savior of the Nations Come, and so 

many more come to mind. 

 

Epiphany, which we will celebrate at Holy Cross 

the weekend of January 4-5, is coming up, and 

the assigned Hymn of the Day for Epiphany is a 

chorale sometimes referred to as “The Queen of 

Chorales,” Philipp Nicolai’s “O Morning Star, How 

Fair and Bright.” 

 

From 1597-1598, a devastating plague struck 

Nicolai’s community, with the worst week having 

170 deaths, and, being the pastor, Nicolai found 

himself burying many of the town’s inhabitants. 

During this period, he prepared his Frewden-

Spiegel dess ewigen Lebens (“Joyful Mirror of the 

Eternal Life”), a collection of meditations and 

three hymns, with Nicolai writing for the purpose 

“to leave behind me (if God should call me from 

this world) as a token of my peaceful, joyful, 

Christian departure, or (if God should spare me 

in health) to comfort other sufferers whom He 

should also visit with the pestilence.” 

 

We don’t know if Nicolai wrote many other 

chorales, but two of the three in this collection 

are beloved by Lutherans around the world 

today. In addition to the aforementioned 

“Queen of Chorales,” Nicolai also included what 

has been dubbed the “King of Chorales”, the 

End Times hymn, “Wake, Awake, for Night is 

Flying.” 

 

Let’s return to the chorale at hand, though, “O 

Morning Star, How Fair and Bright (LSB 395)” At 

Epiphany, we might be drawn to think of the star 

guiding the wise men to Bethlehem, but the 

Morning Star in this hymn refers to a far greater 

light, Christ himself, who refers to himself in 

Revelation 22:16 as “the bright and morning 

star.” 

 

Stanzas 5 and 6 of the chorale, in particular, are, 

for my money, some of the greatest hymn 

stanzas in all of our hymnody, and a great 

reason why this might be rightfully called the 

“Queen of Chorales.” The text’s ability 

(especially in the context of Nicolai’s difficulties) 

to express the joyful expectation of eternity in 

the very presence of Jesus, the true Morning 

Star, the very Light of the World, is unmatched. 

I’ll leave you today to ponder these two stanzas 

and the comfort these words might have for 

y o u .  

 

O let the harps break forth in sound!  

Our joy be all with music crowned,  

Our voices gladly blending!  

For Christ goes with us all the way—  

Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day!  

His love is never ending!  

 Sing out! Ring out!  

 Jubilation! Exultation!  

 Tell the story!  

Great is He, the King of Glory!  

 

What joy to know, when life is past,  

The Lord we love is first and last,  

The end and the beginning!  

He will one day, oh, glorious grace,  

Transport us to that happy place  

Beyond all tears and sinning!  

 Amen! Amen!  

 Come, Lord Jesus!  

 Crown of gladness!  

 We are yearning  

For the day of Your returning! 
 

Happy Epiphany! ~ David Gilson 
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Morgan Calcaterra 
Preschool Director 
&4s Teacher 
 

Dani Richardson 
3s Teacher 

Come! 

Join us for 

HOPE 

Seeds 

Thurs., Jan. 2, 2025  
Gym, 9AM-Noon 

Seeds packed for missions. 

Sponsored by Holy Cross 
Stewardship Board. 

I 
t's the most wonderful (and busiest!) time of the year in Preschool! 

Happy 2025 to you! It is absolutely crazy that our time with this lovely 

group of students is half over. We had so much fun at our Christmas Pro-

gram singing about Jesus and Christmas, and we had equally as much 

fun at our class Christmas Parties!  
 

Our most exciting new experience is definitely our fun gymnastics guest! 

We had Miss Makayla here to do some pop-up Gymnastics with our 

friends. Some photos are attached of our friends testing out the beam, 

bar, and even forward rolls down a wedge mat.  
 

As we approach 2025, it is time to get your children enrolled in Preschool! 

If you have a child, niece, nephew, grandchild, or any child you know 

that will be 3 by July 31, 2025, or 4 by July 31, 2025, please use the QR 

code below to retrieve all information on our school, our registration 

form, and to schedule a tour! One of our main attractions as a school is 

that you can fully customize the days your child is in school. 3s attend 

Tuesdays and Thursdays in the morning, and 4s attend Mondays, 

Wednesdays, and Fridays in the morning. Outside of these times, you 

can fully customize their enrollment to your schedule! We would be hon-

ored to teach your child and spread the word of God amongst them. I 

hope to see you soon! 

Members of the Holy Cross 
Altar Guild enjoyed a holiday 
lunch get-together at Old 
Hickory Golf Club on Dec. 1. 
From right: Liz Belter, Linda 
Jackson, Judie Woelfer, Jan 
Flentke, Carol Crafton, 
Elaine Howard, Dianne 
Helvey, Sandy Dietz, Barb 
Grosch, Patti Koepp, Joyce 
Niewald 

Holy Cross Ladies Guild 
celebrated Christmas on 
Dec. 13. From left: Betty 
Kling, Linda Jackson, Linda 
Kettler, Elaine Howard, Jan 
Flentke, Judie Woelfer. A 
devotion led by Elma Jane 
Kramer, music by Sara 
Shroth, and a catered dinner 
were some of the highlights 
of the day.  
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Thank you so much!! Praise God for 

the love of His people!! I pray that the 

Lord returns this tenfold!  

-- Logan Fraley 
 

Thank you for the Amazon.com Gift 

Card! We are in the final two weeks of 

the fall semester and your words of 

encouragement mean a lot. Give 

thanks to the Lord of the harvest, for 

He is the one who sends out His 

workers. Luke 10:2  

-- John Hansen RAR Fall 2024 
 

Thank you for the Amazon.com Gift 

Card and the treat bag! Very much 

appreciated and humbled by the 

support! Thanks for showing the 

Christian friendship Jesus asks us to 

show! -- Jim Wiencke 
 

Thank you for the Amazon Gift Card 

and the goodie bag! This is so nice of 

you guys. -- Garrett Robison 
 

Dear Holy Cross, 

Thank you for the goodie bag and 

Amazon gift card for the seminary 

students. I know my husband 

appreciated it and he even shared 

some with our children. We are so 

thankful for congregations like yours 

that love and support us in this 

unique time of our lives. We thank 

God for you! Love in Christ, Brian & 

Joy Schneck 
 

Merry Christmas! May the God of 

hope fill your heart with joy and 

peace this Christmas and throughout 

the year! Thank you for the gift card 

and treats but most importantly the 

thoughtful and encouraging card! 

God Bless You All! The Nebeker 

Family 
 

Dear Holy Cross Missions Board:  

Thank you so much for the enormous 

stuffed goody bag and gift card! That 

is so generous of you. My classmates 

and I are so thankful for your gifts 

and your prayers.  

– Kati Gaschler, Deaconess Student 
 

 

 

Dear Holy Cross, 

Thank you so much for supporting my 

seminary formation! It has been such a blessing 

to grow up in this congregation, and Alyssa & I 

are so grateful for all the love and care you 

have shown us. Thank you, especially for the 

funds raised at the Porksteak Dinner; those 

have cut our grocery bill in half for the semester 

and really helped our life at the Seminary. We 

at Holy Cross have seen the blessings of 

Concordia Seminary tenfold through our 

pastors and field workers, and it is wonderful 

to be a part of it. Thank you, Isaac Conrad 

Thank You Notes   

From Seminary  Students  

The Mission and Stewardship Boards teamed up for an end-of-

semester Treat Bag Donation drive for first-year Concordia 

Seminary students. Congregation members were asked to 

donate pre-packaged and snack size items, which were 

bagged on Nov. 30. Encouraging letters were included in the 

treat bags and delivered to the seminary the first week of 

December. The response by students was filled with 

thankfulness. Pastor Gimbel suggested sharing their thoughtful 

notes with the congregation. And thank you to those who 

gave items, wrote cards, packaged everything up, and took 

the bags to the Seminary! Your efforts were well appreciated! 
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Hello! My name is Zeke Potts and I am currently a first-

year Seminary student at Concordia Seminary. I just 

wanted to say thank you for your generous gift to all the 

first-year students. The snacks are great, the gift card is 

nice, and your words of encouragement are appreciated. 

As a Florida and Texas native, I am also especially 

thankful for the hot chocolate. (It sure does get cold here, 

haha.) I have been enjoying my classes here, especially the 

languages. I am constantly surprised by how much there 

is to learn. My time here at the Seminary has only 

strengthened my desire to be a pastor with the constant 

support I have received. It always amazes me and makes 

me grateful when I see how much support our seminary 

gets. Thank you for your support and kindness. God’s 

richest blessings on your continued ministry. God’s 

Blessings, Zeke Potts 
 

Holy Cross Missions Board, 

Thank you for the goodie bag. It will come in handy as I 

finish up final papers and projects. There is still lots of 

studying to do in the next week. I know that other 

students were excited to get a bag of treats as there was a 

lot of “chatter” of thanks while picking them up. Your 

prayers and support do not go unnoticed.  

~ In Him, Kurtis Hankemeir, 1st yr, MDiv 
 

Dear Missions Board @ Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 

Your thoughtfulness and generosity are deeply 

appreciated. Thank you for the beautiful card, abundance 

of snacks, $30 Amazon gift card, and mostly for the 

prayers to finish out this fall semester. We are able to 

travel to Louisiana to be with family over the Christmas 

break to celebrate the birth of our Savior. Blessings to you 

all. Cathy Newman, Deaconess Studies 
 

Warmest thoughts and best wishes for a wonderful 

Christmas and a very Happy New Year. Thank you for 

the letter, support, and rallying to end the semester 

strong. It is of great encouragement to know there is as 

much support as there is. Thank you. God’s Blessings, 

Jorgen Dahl 
 

Dear Friends at Holy Cross, 

Thank you so much for your generous Christmas goodie 

bag gift! During these first few months of seminary, I have 

been continually amazed by the love and care God has 

cultivated in His church. I have been so blessed by your 

gift and your love and prayers. Thank you. 
 

My name is John F. Trinklein. I am a first-year student 

who just graduated from Concordia University Irvine in 

the spring. Before I went to school, I was living in South 

Korea where my father was serving as missionary. 

Through this experience (and many others), God has been 

shaping my heart to be focused on His mission for the 

world. I know He will continue to provide for me as I 

learn how to serve wherever He sends me. (Maybe even 

back to Korea!) 
 

Thank you again for your gift, and your encouraging 

words. God bless you! 
 

   With you in His service, John F. Trinklein 
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January 2025  7 With the help of God, Holy Cross Lutheran Church grows disciples and transforms hearts for Christ. 

Help us 

UNDECORATE 

the church  

January 4, 2025 

9am 

Bring the family! 

X 

The Lord will be with you wherever you go.  Joshua 1:9 

January Celebrations 2025 

 1:  Rachel Bauer, Carolyn 
Bertram, Jerry Bradley, Paul 
Helvey, Liane Higgins, Valerie 
Schnefke, Charles 
Wardenburg, Ernestine Wilson 

 2: Lydia Smith 
 3:  Laura Irvin 
 8:  Terry Amos 
11: Eve Dafler, Emma Rheinecker 

12: Aleeah Ray 
14: Greg Emerick, Jared Klootwyk, 

Justin Klootwyk 
16:  Doris Coots 
17:  Julie Northrup 
18:  Anna DeMent 
19:  Shirley Amos 
20: Don Otto, Sarah Schnoor, 

Mark Ziolko 

22: Diana Snyder 
23: Jacob Drilling, Chase 

Markham, Alyssa Parks 
24: Alli Smith 
25:  Eric Polashek 
27:  Susan Haywood  
29:  Aiden Claxton, Laura Gimbel 
31:  Riley May 

Baptism Anniversaries: God’s Blessings to you! 

Wedding Anniversaries! 
  3:  Vickie & Quinton Glasstetter (10) 
  4:  Sal & Barbara Benigno (56) 
  4: Mike & Dawn Kahler (50) 
  8:  Mark & Darlene Drilling (42) 
11: Bill & Pam Beck (47) 
19: Paul & Jennifer Goris (18) 
25:  Carl & Kay Hardman (56) 
25: John & Linda Jackson (61) 
27:  Ron & Linda Kettler (57) 
29:  Don & Bridget Grzina (54) 
30:  Bev & Charles Smith (9) 

 1:  Gracie Niemeyer, Bev Smith 
 3:  Lisa Byers, Clara Doyle 
 4:  Loretta Essmyer, Judith Kirby 
 5:  Karen Belter, Don Grzina 
 6:  Earl Dietz  
 7:  Marilyn Benassi, Anna Koepke, 

Karin Nieman, Randy Sagez, 
Lacey Sumski, Mark Ziolko 

 8:  Diane Gade, Laurie Heizmann,  
      Denise Lackey 
 9:  Lovisa Davison, Jacob Klootwyk 
10:  Levi Bowers, Christian Eaton 
11:  Madalyn Bartlett, Bentley 

McNiff, Diane Palombi, Wayne 
Wiese 

12:  Alexa Berjer, Ellie Berjer, Owen 
Berjer, Peggy Gallagher, Laura 
Gimbel, Lizzie Johansmann, 
Esther Legoute, Dorothy 
Morrison 

13:  Aurora Edison 
14:  Maverick Bartlett, Iris Hackbarth 
15:  Dixie Booth, David Darst 
17:  Cooper Dunajcik, Barbara 

Parson 
19:  Susan Bollinger, Chris Gaglio 
20:  Dylan Crider, Don Otto, Michael 

Vesper 
21: Karen Gaglio, Shelby Morgan, 

Tracey Schuler, Sandra Semler 

22: Luciano Chinnici, Michelle 
Dunajcik, David Sutliff 

23:  Carla Addison, Jaidyn Benson, 
Aiden Claxton, Tidus Willis  

24:  Elaine Howard 
25:  Greg Bonney, Justin Haffer 
26:  Jim Boyd, Camden Danchus, 

Terry Hardy, Debra Korte 
27:   Cheryln Landgraf, Robert 

Piazza, Carla Wiese  
29:  Paula Hein, Nancy Plesia 
30: Baylee Albano, Cindy Buehne, 

Floyd Darling Jr., Jack Estill, 
Anthony Losch 

31: Trudy Aston, Brody Van Wave 

Happy Birthday! … and Many More! 

Installation of Officers will be held for the Church 

leadership on Jan. 4-5 at all services. This will include 

current and newly elected officers, board members, 

elders as well as officers of auxillary groups such as 

Altar Guild, Ladies Guild, and Grace Guild. 

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE at Holy Cross on 

Thursday, January 16, from 10AM to 3PM in the gym. 

Visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter: HolyCrossLC to 

schedule an appointment. 



8   +  Koinonia Holy Cross Lutheran Church of O’Fallon, Missouri 

8945 Veterans Memorial Parkway 

O’Fallon, MO  63366 
 

Address Service Requested 

Put Address Label Here 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church: 1960 ~ 2024 

Preschool for 3s & 4s. Extended Care available. 
 

Sunday School for ages 3 through High School —Sundays, 9:30am 
    and Little Lambs (under 3s with a parent) 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class: 9:30am in the gym 

BASICS: For those who want to join the Lutheran Church  
TLC (Transfer for Lutherans Class 
Call the office for next dates. 
 

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays at 10am, rms 1&2 

Adult Bible Class: 2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 6:30pm, rms 1&2 

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study: Wed., Jan 8, 6:30am 

Adult Bible Class: Wednesdays at 9:30 am, gym  

Confirmation (grades 6-8); MidWeek Classes (grades PreK-5) 
   — see Wednesday night schedule, p. 7, 10 
 

High School Wednesdays, see calendar  
 

20s & 30s Bible Study: Thursdays, 6:30pm, Rm 1&2 

8945 Veterans Memorial Pkwy 

O’Fallon, MO 63366 

(636) 272-4505 

www.hcross.com 

secretary@hcross.com 
 

Rev. Andrew J. Gimbel 

Rev. Jason P. Kohm 

Pastoral Team 
 
 

Charity Smith 
Director Christian Education 

 
 

David Gilson 
Director of Music 

 

Morgan Calcaterra  
Preschool Director 

 

Joyce Niewald 
Church Secretary 

January 2025 

With the help of God,  
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

grows disciples  
and  

transforms hearts  
for Christ. 

Happy New Year  


