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AS WE GATHER 
 

TODAY’S SERMON centers around the Parable of the Prodigal Son. 

 

ATTENDANCE PADS: We invite members and guests alike to take a moment to sign the 
red fellowship pad located at the end of the pew by the center aisle. Please provide contact 

information if you are interested in membership or if you would like to be contacted by the 

church. After signing, please pass it to your neighbor and then return it to its spot by the 

aisle. 

Free the Prodigal Son Coloring Page: https://th.bing.com/th/id/

R.aefd66ad82d2eba54bb468aabe2d1ca7?rik=Ypdy7nqVOm8nIw&riu=http%3a%2f%2fclipart-

library.com%2fcoloring%2frTjpGxgTR.jpg&ehk=K%2fP%

2f8f10eo1mfrvIT8FAOvD12GMSmzQBckiRZl9qJkQ%3d&risl=&pid=ImgRaw&r=0 
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Service of Prayer & Preaching 

Lent 4 

Saturday., March 29, 2025 at 3PM 
 

 

PRELUDES: God Loved the World So That He Gave     Wayne L. Wold 

  Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart      Jacob B. Weber 

 

HYMN: Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me LSB 683           Please Stand 

   

   

   

   
 

OPENING VERSICLES 
L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
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L Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 
L Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 

C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 
L Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

C He was bruised for our iniquities. 
 

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 12:1–6                                              Please sit 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 12. 

1You will say in that day: 

“I will give thanks to You, O LORD, 

 for though You were angry with me, 

Your anger turned away, 

 that You might comfort me. 
2“Behold, God is my salvation; 

 I will trust, and will not be afraid; 

for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, 

 and He has become my salvation.” 

 3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4And you will say in that day: 

“Give thanks to the LORD, 

 call upon His name, 

make known His deeds among the peoples, 

 proclaim that His name is exalted. 
5“Sing praises to the LORD, for He has done gloriously; 

 let this be made known in all the earth. 
6Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, 

 for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE: 2 Corinthians 5:16–21 

A The Epistle is from 2 Corinthians, chapter 5. 

 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even 

though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard Him thus 
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no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 

passed away; behold, the new has come. 18All this is from God, who through 

Christ reconciled us to Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 
19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting 

their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 

reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His 

appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
21For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we 

might become the righteousness of God. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY: Luke 15:22a, 24a      Please stand 
C The father said to his servants, “This my son was dead, and is alive 

again; he was lost, and is found.” 

 

HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 
2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives 

sinners and eats with them.” 
 

3So He told them this parable: . . . 
 

“There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger of them said to his 

father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he 

divided his property between them. 13Not many days later, the younger son 

gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he 

squandered his property in reckless living. 14And when he had spent 

everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in 

need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, 

who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16And he was longing to be fed with 

the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 
 

17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 

servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18I 

will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 

against heaven and before you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called your 

son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20And he arose and came to his 

father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt 

compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21And the son said 

to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring 
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quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and 

shoes on his feet. 23And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and 

celebrate. 24For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is 

found.’ And they began to celebrate. 
 

25“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the 

house, he heard music and dancing. 26And he called one of the servants and 

asked what these things meant. 27And he said to him, ‘Your brother has 

come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received 

him back safe and sound.’ 28But he was angry and refused to go in. His father 

came out and entreated him, 29but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many 

years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you 

never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But 

when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with 

prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31And he said to him, ‘Son, 

you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32It was fitting to 

celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was 

lost, and is found.’”  
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

RESPONSORY 
L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
L Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

 

TEN COMMANDMENTS                                                                 Please Stand 
C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, 

his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                     

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
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HYMN: God Loved the World So That He Gave                         LSB 571 

    

    

    
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                                                         LSB 686 

    

    

5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

   This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

   Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 

   That is the firmest ground of faith. 
 

D 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

     And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

     To You, O blessèd Trinity, 

     Be praise now and eternally! 
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OFFERING  
As offerings are gathered, please take a moment to sign the red fellowship pad 

located at the end of the pew by the center aisle. If you are interested in membership, 

please provide a phone number or email address so that we may contact you.  
 

VOLUNTARY: Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart        Michael Burkhardt 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH         Please Stand 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the 

proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who 

travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here]...let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and 

though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and 

provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily 

acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and 

serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR THE WORD 
L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 

learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to 

heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace 

and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER  
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 

You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive 

me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this 

night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 

power over me. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN: Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart             LSB 708 

1  Lord, Thee I love with all my heart; 

I pray Thee, ne’er from me depart, 

    With tender mercy cheer me. 

Earth has no pleasure I would share. 

Yea, heav’n itself were void and bare 

    If Thou, Lord, wert not near me. 

And should my heart for sorrow break, 

My trust in Thee can nothing shake. 

    Thou art the portion I have sought; 

    Thy precious blood my soul has bought. 

Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord, 

Forsake me not! I trust Thy Word. 
 

2  Yea, Lord, ’twas Thy rich bounty gave 

My body, soul, and all I have 

    In this poor life of labor. 

Lord, grant that I in ev’ry place 

May glorify Thy lavish grace 

    And help and serve my neighbor. 

Let no false doctrine me beguile; 

Let Satan not my soul defile. 

    Give strength and patience unto me 

    To bear my cross and follow Thee. 

Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord, 

In death Thy comfort still afford. 
 

3  Lord, let at last Thine angels come, 

To Abr’ham’s bosom bear me home, 

    That I may die unfearing; 

And in its narrow chamber keep 

My body safe in peaceful sleep 

    Until Thy reappearing. 

And then from death awaken me, 

That these mine eyes with joy may see, 

    O Son of God, Thy glorious face, 

    My Savior and my fount of grace. 

Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend, 

And I will praise Thee without end. 

 

SILENT PRAYER & CHIMES 
 

POSTLUDE: Improvisation on "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" 
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