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AS WE GATHER

Midweek Lent Theme

This year’s theme People of the Passion will focus on a different
person or group of people as drawn from the passion reading from
Luke’s account in chapter 23.

Week Two: Barabbas (Luke 23:18-25)

Not much is known about Barabbas outside of this short brief passage,
but what we do know is that it is not good. He is a man known for
insurrection and murder -- a criminal awaiting a death sentence. And
yet, when this reading is finished, he walks away a free man because
Jesus has officially been condemned to death in his place.

ATTENDANCE PADS: We invite members and guests alike to take a moment to
sign the red fellowship pad located at the end of the pew by the center aisle.
Please provide contact information if you are interested in membership or if you
would like to be contacted by the church. After signing, please pass it to your
neighbor and then return it to its spot by the aisle.



Evening Prayer
Midweek Lent 2
March 19, 2025 at 7pM

LENT HYMN SING
Lent hymns can be found in the Lent and Holy Week sections of the hymnal, LSB 418-456

Please stand for the opening hymn.

HYMN: Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed LSB 431
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1 A - las! And did my Sav - dor  bleed, And
2 Was it for crimes  that I had  done He
3 Well might the sun in dark - ness  hide And
4 Thus might I hide my blush - ing face While
5 But drops of grief can ne’er re - pay The
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did my sov - ‘reign die? Would He de - vote  that
groaned up - on the tree? A - maz - ing pit - vy,
shut his glo - ries in When God, the might - y
His dear cross ap - pears, Dis - solve my heart in
debt of love I owe; Here, Lord, I  give my -
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sa - cred head For  such a worm as I?
grace un - known, And love be - yond de - gree!
mak - er, died For His own crea - tures’ sin.
thank - ful - ness, And melt mine eyes to tears.
self a - way: 'Tis  all that I can do.
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SERVICE OF LIGHT
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Now is the time of God’s fa - vor;
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now is the day of sal-va - tion.
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Turn us again, O God of our sal - va - tion,
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May Your justice shine like the sun;
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and may the poor be lift - ed up.

PHOS HILARON LSB 244

Joy - ous light of glo - ry:
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that the light of Your face may shine on us.
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of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther; heav-en - ly, ho - ly,
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bless - ed Je - sus Christ. We have come to the
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho -1ly Spir - it:
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You are wor -thy of be -ing praised  with pure voic - es for -
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ev - erL 0] Son of God, o Giv-er of life:
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the u - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry.
THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT LSB 245
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Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the u - ni - verse,
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who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of
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fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;
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may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
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for You are mer - ci-ful, and You love Your whole cre -a - tion
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and we, Your creatures, glo-ri-fy You, Father, Son,and Ho-ly Spir-it.

Gl

A - men.
Please be seated
PSALMODY
PSALM 141 LSB 245 — The congregation sings the psalm in its entirety.
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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( O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
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when I cry to You. Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in-cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri- fice.
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(I  Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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(IJ Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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let me not be oc-cu-pied in wick-ed-ness with e-vil - do - ers.

9 o — | p— —— I —
y 4% Irl-,n [ | I ‘J !‘ r | [ [ 7] A | | | [ |
= e e e

Il But my eyes are turned to You, O God; in You I take ref - uge.
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir - it; as it was in
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the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.
Let us pray.

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let
Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing
Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may
glorify You forever.

Amen.
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READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE

READING: Isaiah 61:1-3 Please sit
A reading from Isaiah, chapter 61.
The Spirit of the Lord GobD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor;
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
%to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God,;
to comfort all who mourn;
3to grant to those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
that they may be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

READING: Luke 23:18-25
A reading from Luke, chapter 23.

18But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us
Barabbas”— !°a man who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection
started in the city and for murder. ?°Pilate addressed them once more,
desiring to release Jesus, 2'but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!”
22R third time he said to them, “Why, what evil has he done? I have found in
him no guilt deserving death. I will therefore punish and release him.” 2*But
they were urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified.
And their voices prevailed. ?*So Pilate decided that their demand should be
granted. ?*He released the man who had been thrown into prison for
insurrection and murder, for whom they asked, but he delivered Jesus over
to their will.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

R @
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HYMN: My Song Is Love Unknown

LSB 430, sts. 1, 3-5, 7
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1 My song is love wun - known, My Sav - ior’s love to
3 Some-times they strew His way And His sweet prais - es
4 Why, what hath my Lord done? What makes this rage and
5 They rise and needs will have My dear Lord made a -
7 Here might 1 stay and sing, No sto - 1y so di-
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me, Love to the love - less shown That they might love - ly
sing; Re - sound-ing all the day Ho - san - nas to their
spite? He made the lame to run, He gave the blind their
way; A  mur-der - er they save, The Prince of Life they
vine! Nev - er was love, dear King, Nev - er was grief like
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be. Oh, who am I That for my sake
King. Then “Cru - ci - fy!” Is all  their breath,
sight. Sweet in - ju - ries! Yet they at these
slay. Yet cheer - ful He To suf - f’ring goes
Thine. This is my friend, In whose sweet praise
) 4 .
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My Lord should take Frail flesh and die?
And for His death They  thirst and cry.
Them-selves  dis - please And  ’gainst Him rise.
That He His foes From thence  might free
I all my days Could glad - ly spend!
SERMON
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CANTICLE

MAGNIFICAT LSB 248 Please Stand
A Refrain | |
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My soul mag-ni - fies the Lord, and my spir - it re -
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joic - es in God, my Sav - ior. My soul mag-ni-fies the
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es inGod, my Sav - ior.
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1 For He has re - - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has  shown strength withHis . . . . ... ... ... arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . .. ... ... .. things,
5Glo - ry be to the Father and tothe . . . . . . ... ... Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . .. ... ......... His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . .. ....... ... ........ is His name;
3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination of  their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . ... ... ... ... .. ... Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be - hold,fromthis ... ............... day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho . .. ... ... ...... fear Him
3 He has cast down the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,

Verses continue on next page
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1 all generationswill . .. ............ call me blesséd.
2 from generationto . . ... ... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5 is now, and will be forever. . . . . . . ... .. A - men. Refrain
OFFERING Please Sit

As offerings are gathered, please take a moment to sign the red fellowship pad located
at the end of the pew by the center aisle. If you are interested in membership, please
provide a phone number or email address so that we may contact you.

PRAYER— Please stand
LITANY LSB 249

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so
that the word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ,
for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the

government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and
strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 11



Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in
this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:

M@

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and
for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:

O

[ — " - T — —

Thanks be to God.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.
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Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.
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COLLECT FOR PEACE

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that
our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 251
Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 252
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Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION LSB 252
y
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[P The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the "I+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre - serve  you.

E
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CLOSING HYMN: O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken
LSB 439, sts. 1,6-7,13-15
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10 dear - est Je - sus, what law hast Thou bro - ken
6 There @ was no spot in me by sin un - taint - ed;
70 won - drous love, whose depth no heart hath sound - ed,
13 What - e’er of earth-1ly good this life may grant me,
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That such sharp sen - tence should on Thee be spo - ken?
Sick with sin’s poi - son, all my heart had faint - ed;
That broughtThee here, by foes and thieves sur - round - ed!
I risk for Thee; no shame, no cross, shall daunt me.
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of what great crime  hast Thou to make con -
My heav - y guilt to hell had  well - nigh
All world - ly plea - sures, heed - less, I was
I shall not fear what foes can do to
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fes - sion, What dark trans - gres - sion?
brought me, Such woe it  wrought me.
try - ing While Thou wert dy - ing.
harm me Nor death a - larm me.

14 But worthless is my sacrifice, I own it;
Yet, Lorxd, for love’s sake Thou wilt not disown it;
Thou wilt accept my gift in Thy great meekness
Nor shame my weakness.

15 And when, dear Lord, before Thy throne in heaven
To me the crown of joy at last is given,
Where sweetest hymns Thy saints forever raise Thee,
I, too, shall praise Thee.

SILENT PRAYER & CHIMES
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